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The LIFE Project ”Conservation and development
of the steppe grasslands in Thuringia” (2009 — 2015)
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Implementation period: 01.01.2009 — 31.07.2015
Beneficiary: State of Thuringia
Budget: 4.999.444 EURO
Financing: 75 % EU; 25 % State of Thuringia
Project area: 14 Natura 2000 sites
Extent: 16,101 ha,

of which 756 ha dry grassland

Target habitat types:

e Sub-Pannonic steppic grasslands (habitat
type 6240%)

e Semi-natural dry calcareous grasslands with
orchids (type 6210(*))

* Rocky calcareous grasslands (type 6110%)
e Calaminarian grasslands (type 6130)
e Lowland hay meadows (type 6510)

* priority habitat type
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scrub reduction by
goats
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sward improvement
through mowing

removal of single trees
seeding of characteris-
tic meadow species/
creation of flower strips

controlled burning

removal of accumulated
debris




5 View of the Spatenberge hills and the eastern Schmiicke
The LIFE Pl‘OleCt areas ridge near Hemleben from the Segelberg hill (PG 3). (SP)

Most of the steppe grasslands of Thuringia are found in “Special Areas of Conservation”. These areas are
part of the Natura 2000 European network of protected areas, designed to conserve valuable habitats and

the wild plant and animal species they contain.
A total of 14 Natura 2000 areas and their neighbouring grasslands were supported by the LIFE project.

B Project areas (Natura 2000 sites)
B Steppe habitats in the project areas




Mapping of habitat types and species,
socio-economic surveys, identifying
threats and barriers

Assessment of opportunites for deve-
lopment, establishment of management
and development measures, creation of
grazing plans

Scrub clearance, grassland restoration
through mowing and burning, removal
of woody vegetation, repair of stock

roads, purchase of pasture equipment

Reviewing the success of the manage-
ment and development plans, and if
appropriate modification of the measures







Pasture equipment:

® 7,500 m sheep fencin (90 cm)

® 2,350 m goat fencing (120 cm)

* 13 electric fence batteries

* mobile drinking troughs / 4 water tanks
e 2 shelters

e as well as 75 goats




Weidewonne activities

e Annual shepherds-day in Hohenfelden

e Participation at the annual meeting of Thuringian
lamb producers

e Shepherd afternoon meetings in the Museum of
Natural History

* Recipe book “Weidewonne — a taste of landscape
conservation”

* Cookery demonstrations at farmers‘ markets in
Elxleben and Braunsroda

* “Green days” in Thuringia / the International
Green Week in Berlin

e Lamb promotion week in the Thuringian State
Parliament

* Promotion on regional radio

¢ Intensive media work through advertising cam-
paigns and the showcasing of individual sheep
farming businesses




Steppe informative

e Filmproduction
»Federgras und Erdbock“
“Feather grass and Longhorn beetles”

e Temporary exhibition
»Karge Schonheit — Steppenrasen in Thiiringen“
in the Museum of Natural History in Erfurt
(24.05. — 30.09.2012)

® Permanent exhibition
in the Burg Gleichen castle

e Educational leaflet
»Burggeist und Steppenhexe*

e Wall calendar for 2013

e International conference
“Steppe habitats of Europe — threat, conser-
vation measures, and protection®
(03.-06.06.2012)

e Conference volume
“Steppe habitats of Europe — threat, conser-
vation measures, and protection® (2013)

e |nfo flyer
“The LIFE Project Conservation and Sustainable
Development of the Steppe Grasslands of
Thuringia”

e [nformation panels
in the 14 project areas

¢ Nature trails
in the Wipperdurchbruch (PA 1) and Burg
Gleichen (PA 10)

¢ Guided natural history tours
field trips and presentations

* A mobile exhibition

e Information brochure
»Steppengebiete des Thiiringer Beckens —
Inseln der Vielfalt“ (2015)
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”The LIFE Project Conservation and Sustainable
Development of the Steppe Grasslands of Thuringia”






